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the United States – including Doua and his family.
	 Doua’s older sisters pursued a traditional life for themselves, mar-
rying young, but they drummed into him that “education is what makes 
someone successful.”
	 “They expect a lot out of you as the son,” Doua says. “And I was not 
wanting to disappoint them.”
	 Children of college-educated parents often take navigating the col-
lege entrance process for granted. For kids whose parents had no school-
ing and don’t speak English, the process is daunting at best – preparing 
for college entrance exams, deciphering applications, writing essays.
As he looks to the future, Doua says he wants to have his own life and, at 
the same time, to be a good sibling, “somebody to look up to.”
His mantra is, “Work hard. Study hard. This is a land of opportunity. Try 
your best.”
	 Doua is yet another example of how individual discipline and drive, 
plus family ambition and concerted school efforts, provide a winning 
combination to succeed in this country. 
	 Postscript: The hardships of life in a tough neighborhood don’t dis-
appear for a student going away to college. Doua noted in parting that 
“someone broke into our home on Aug. 10” and took a box that contained 
his high school diploma. plopez@sacbee.com

Combat Props Get Some Respect
	 The U.S. Air Force is evaluating prop driven aircraft with the inten-
tion of forming a squadron of suitable aircraft for “light attack” duties. 
One of the aircraft being presented for consideration is an updated (elec-
tronics and weapons systems) OV-10, whose design is now owned by 
Boeing. The OV-10 was originally developed early in the Vietnam War to 
provide what the Air Force is looking for now. Unlike other aircraft used, 
the OV-10 was designed specifically for irregular warfare. That’s a big 
reason why it is still used and is being considered for reintroduction by 
the U.S. Air Force. 
	 The OV-10 is a 6.5-ton, twin-prop aircraft that could carry over two 
tons of weapons and stay in the air for three hours per sortie. Wingspan is 
40 feet  (12.2 meters) and length is 41.6 feet (12.7 meters). The first one 
was delivered to the U.S. Air Force for use in Vietnam in 1968. The last 
one was produced (for export to Indonesia) in 1976. The U.S. Air Force 
and Marines were the primary users of OV-10s and the last of these was 
retired by the Marines in 1994. Over a hundred were exported to Ger-
many, Thailand, Colombia, Venezuela, and Indonesia. Several dozen of 
these are still in use out of over 300 manufactured. In Vietnam, the OV-10 
was used more for reconnaissance and directing air and artillery strikes 
than in using its own firepower. But that’s what irregular warfare was all 
about: finding an elusive enemy and killing him. That’s what the OV-10 
was designed to do and it did it well. 
	 Resurrecting the OV-10 is a side effect of the success the Air Force 
has had with large UAVs, especially the Predator. Prop driven aircraft 
are much cheaper to operate than jets. A Predator costs less than a tenth, 

per hour in the air, than an F-16 does. The OV-10 would provide similar 
economies, especially since it could also carry 500-pound JDAMs and 
100-pound Hellfire missiles. Smart bombs make an aircraft like the OV-
10 a lot more useful and economical. The OV-10 could also carry a target-
ing pod like the Sniper XR, which weighs about 450 pounds. This gives 
the aircraft superb reconnaissance capability, backed by smart bombs and 
guided missiles to immediately attack targets found. 
James Dunnigan

gooney bird links
	 Ya gotta check out this site. Get a cold one, sit back and check out the 
connections in the lower half of the page.  It even includes Japanese and 
Russian C-47s. www.douglasdc3.com
	 Vietnam War Unit Honored: Members of Det. 1 of the 314th Troop 
Carrier Wing received the Presidential Unit Citation for their service dur-
ing the Vietnam War during an Oct. 9 ceremony at Hurlburt Field, Fla. 
Chief of Staff Gen. Norton Schwartz presented them with the high honor, 
which recognizes extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy. 
These former special operations airmen flew MC-130E Talons in support 
of the Military Assistance Command Vietnam Studies and Observations 
Group from 1966 to 1968 on missions such as transport, air rescue, and 
leaflet drops over enemy territory. Although the MACVSOG and its sup-
porting units received the citation in April 2001, Det. 1 was not included 
as a supporting unit on the citation, prompting retired Capt. Richard Sell, 
formerly of Det. 1, to wage a six-year campaign for the unit’s recognition, 
which finally came in June. (Hurlburt report by A1C Joe McFadden) Bob 
McGarry, Email: Spooky1969@aol.com
_______________________________________________________
Eugene D. Rossel
Tel/Fax 909-591-5710
E-mail aircommando1@earthlink.net
Web site http://www.specialoperations.net 
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Nowak, Dick Geron, Bob Trainor, 
Jeanette Moore, Dee Roberson, 
and the ladies who decorated the 
club (you know who you are) and 
last but not least two of Chuck and 
Kitty’s daughters – Pam and Carol.

I began this article with the 
‘Wow’, which our fine banquet 
emcee, Jim Binicker, so cleverly 
introduced while reading Gen 
Schwartz’s bio at the banquet. Hope 

to see you at next year’s reunion 
and that between now and then, 
if asked how are things? “Wow”, 
everything is great.

News Flash: During the banquet 
the word was put out that a V.P. was 
needed. We are all pleased at the 
response. MGen Dick Secord (Ret) 
has been appointed Vice President 
of the ACA.

Any Time, Any Place, Chuck

P-Nut’s Barber Shop
Cold Beer - Great Haircuts

Located out the back gate of Hurlburt Field,
on the left in front of Freedom Self Storage
Open Mon - Fri 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

862-PNUT (7688)
www.myspace.com/pnutsbarbershop

CCT: The Eye of the Storm
CCT” The Eve of the Storm (ISBN 978-

0-9822618-3-5) is a book of military history. 
It traces the painful birth of Air Force Com-
bat Control Teams, recounts their troubled 
beginnings and tracks their extraordinary 
progress through 65 years of humanitarian 
operations, combat training and real-world 
missions. The EOS was published in asso-
ciation with O’More (College) Publishing, 
Franklin, Tennessee; Ms. Jessa Sexton, Su-
pervising Editor.

The cover was designed by Ms. Amy Davidson, O’More Col-
lege of Design; it features Combat Controllers from the 21st Special 
Tactics Squadron, Pope AFB, North Carolina. The 8.5” x 11” hard-
back book weighs 3-pounds and contains more than 450 pages, with 
scores of images. Donation price is of $59.00. Proceeds from book 
donations will fund future projects at the CMSgt Alcide S. Benini 
Heritage Center (BHC), located at the Combat Control School, 1 
Matero Drive, Pope AFB, North Carolina 28308. 

For additional information contact the author CMSgt Gene Ad-
cock, USAF Retired, phone (352) 391-1269
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President’s Corner By Chuck Keeler November 2009

Wow! What a wonderful 38th 
reunion the ACA had this year. 
The total attendance was 411 of 
which 361 attended the banquet. 
This year’s reunion theme was 
“Celebrating the 65th anniversary 
of America’s Air Commandos” 
leading to the forming of today’s 
Air Force Special Operations. In 
my opinion, based on my years of 
observation, I believe it was one 
of the most attended reunions ever, 
including all events.

Our Featured Speaker (note we 
omitted the word ‘guest’) because 
Gen Schwartz not only is the Chief 
of Staff of the USAF but is also 
an ACA Life member and is also 
a member of the Air Commando 
Hall of Fame. In addition to his 
command positions throughout the 
Air Force, he has also served as the 
Commander of several Air Force 
Special Operations organizations. 
We (the ACA) consider Gen 
Schwartz and his charming wife 
Susie “Air Commando Home 
Folk”.

The General’s speech was 
informative, inspiring, it held 

the right amount of humor and 
certainly addressed the theme of 
this year’s reunion. MGen Alison 
was specifically mentioned as 
one of the Commandos of the 
WWII 1st Air Commando Group 
and being a pioneer in Air Force 
Special Operations. I am also sure 
that Col Cole was pleased with 
Gen Schwart’s comment of Cole’s 
participation in the Tokyo Raid as 
Jimmy Doolittle’s co-pilot. Also, 
Col Cole’s participation with Air 
Commando units in the China-
Burma theater.

The following is a list of VIPs 
in attendance. The purpose of this 
list is to inform our members who 
could not attend the banquet.

Lt. Gen. Donald Wurster & Mrs. 
Rhonda Wurster
Maj. Gen. Clay Mccutchan
Brig. Gen. Brad Webb & Mrs. 
Dawna Webb
Brig. Gen. George Williams & 
Mrs. Kathy Williams
Col. Gregory Lengyel & Mrs. 
Diane Lengyel
Comd. CMSgt. Brooke Mclean
Maj. Gen. (Ret) John Alison “1st 
Air Commando Group”
Maj. Gen. (Ret) Richard Secord 
& Mrs. Jo Anne Secord
Brig. Gen. (Ret) Harry Aderholt 
& Mrs. Ann Aderholt
Lt. Col. (Ret) Richard Cole 
“Doolittle Raider”

As president of the ACA it was 
my honor and pleasure to welcome 
the banquet attendees prior to formal 
activities. What I said applies to all 
ACA members, spouses and family 

members as well as those present at 
the reunion.

“As president of the Air 
Commando Association, I have 
the distinct honor and pleasure to 
welcome all of those present tonight. 
On behalf of all ACA members and 
my wife Kitty and all ACA spouses 
and family members a big “hello 
and welcome to all”, including 
the 1st ACG WII Contingent, all of 
America’s Air Commandos and/or 
Air Force Special Operators and 
their families. Also present tonight 
is a group of Hmong, I would 
certainly be remiss if I did not 
include them in this welcome. We 
should all be thankful to the Hmong 
people who not only supported 
the Air Commandos and other 
U.S. forces during the 1960’s and 
‘70’s in Southeast Asia but fought 
right along side of them. Before 
introducing the emcee and turning 
the podium over to him, I believe it 
is my duty, during an awe inspiring 

event such as this, that I pass on 
a thought. I have heard general 
Aderholt mention at times - when 
we were gathered in a place such 
as this - “a room full of heroes”, 
and that certainly includes family 
members - who took care of the 
home front while their loved ones 
were away at war. I salute each and 
every one of you and thank you 
for your service be it now or in the 
past. God love and take care of each 
and every one of you - any time any 
place.”

Kitty and I wish to offer 
our sincere thanks and hope to 
see as many of you as possible 
at next year’s reunion. Kudos 
(in no particular order go to the 
following:

Pete Bowman, Hap Lutz, Felix 
‘Sam’ Sambogna, Joyce Harrington, 
Pattie and Richard Cogel, Bob 
White, Joe Harris, Gordo Scott, 
Jim Binnicker, Ray Bourque, Fred 

See President, pg. 31




